il .

)
F
-
(-1
— ]
(/1
(77
|
*
-
-
(L]
£
—]
_
L 4
-1)
F
=
—]
[
(—]
—_
L 4
—)
-
(—
N
—_]
-
(-]
—]
=
K —]
(-1 ]
Il
—
—_]
F
(-]
— ]
—
(-]
[ ——



IS,

You may notice that this issue of Fiero
Focus seems a bit heavier than usual.
Well, starting in 2010, we have decided to
expand Fiero Focus from 16 to 20 pages.
Doing this will allow us to print more
pictures, add more regular features, and
provide you with more Fiero related
information than any other publication.

Some of the new features you will
begin to see include a Fiero parts seg-
ment entitled Paul’s Product Review
authored by our Membership Director,
Paul Vargyas as well as the addition of
segments dedicated to Fiero events from
across the nation. As 50% to 60% of our
membership base is from outside of the
Illinois area, we decided to feed the need
to provide you with more details about
Fiero activities taking place outside of
our club’s immediate area. Or, perhaps
you would consider taking a road trip to
participate in these events?

To do this, we need your help. If you
are a NIFE member of another Fiero club
or any car club and know of an event you
would like our membership to be aware
of, please submit the event details to our
Magazine Editors, Scott and Michelle
Savage or myself. We will publish pic-
tures and short write-ups about even
that will be taking place or reviews of
events that have already taken place.

If you have ideas of new features you

Fiero Focus is a publication of the Northern
Illinois Fiero Enthusiasts, Inc. (N.I.EE.).
No copies of any part of this publication
may be made, distributed, or sold without
prior consent of N.ILEE. “Pontiac,” “Fiero,”
the Pontiac symbol, and the Fiero badge
are all trademarked by General Motors
Corporation. N.I.EE. is not responsible
for any information provided herein. Any
and all adjustments made or information
acted on are done at the sole risk of the
individual. All submissions for Fiero Focus
should be sent to:

Jim Hallman

2039 Yellow Daisy Ct.

Naperville, IL 60563

630-305-9806

e-mail:jjh93@comcast.net
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would like to see in the pages of Fiero
Focus, or ideas for articles you can sub-
mit, please let me know and the Fiero
Focus Magazine Team will be happy to
review your ideas. We hope you enjoy
your newly expanded issues of Fiero
Focus.

Pontiac Tribute Day will be held on
Tuesday, June 1, 2010. Yes it is January,
but we need your help in getting the
word out far and wide about a day NIFE
and the Midwest Fiero Clubs (MWFC)
have set aside to celebrate the excite-
ment that GM has provided to us since
1926 when the Pontiac name badge was
formed. Through forums and weidites
on the Internet, through magazi
you read and through Pongg u
around town - we nee tog
the word out about

and help

ay window decal
E events or via the
uteday.com website; we
The Fiero Store’s assistance in
m ing the decal sales for this event.
ontiac Tribute Day is our opportu-
nity to let GM know that we appreciate
all they have done to provide us with the
Pontiac model(s) we celebrate. A tough
financial decision was made back in 2009
under extreme economic times for GM;
this is our chance to say ‘thank you!

Check out the website that our
Graphics Designer, Mike Kroyer devel-
oped honoring this celebration located
at Pontiactributeday.com. This site has
over 1300 visits at the time of this writ-
ing; Pontiac owners from as far away as
Australia have shown their support. Help
us out by getting the word out about
Pontiac Tribute Day. In this day and age,
we have the ability to manifest this day
across the world!

Mike Kroyer has also been diligently

continued on page 5
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0Old Cars Weekly Magazine’s
Golden Quill Award:
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International Automotive
Media Award:

Silver: 2003-2006

Gold: 2007, 2008
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Northern Illinois
ero Enthusiasts, Inc.

0-231-3214, halls925@att.net

Membership Director: Paul Vargyas
630-983-6434, paulv@xnet.com

Webmaster: Bill Klicker
815-544-5086, bk@dls.net

Graphic Artist & Fiero Focus Magazine
Designer: Mike Kroyer

815-308-5710, mkfiero87@yahoo.com

Activity Directors:
Bill Charles
815-222-2999, homesellernow@comcast.net

Dave Kopielski
847-301-2684, oreif68@earthlink.net

Members At Large: Rich Benanti
623-398-6884, sorar87@cox.net

Ken Campbell
303-683-9181 kacampbell72@comcast.net

Fiero Focus Team

Editorial Staff: Michelle & Scott Savage,
608-575-0827, fierofans13@sbcglobal.net
Allison Sass, allison@sastian.com

Art Direction: Christian Sass,
sastian@sastian.com

Photographer: Frank Krawczyk,
fotofrank@att.net

N.LEE. Website: www.fierofocus.com

Our Goal: To provide an exchange forum
dedicated to the care, preservation, and positive
publication of the Pontiac Fiero.
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Mbr# | Name City ST Car(s)

1392 Matthew Kiley Baltimore MD N/A

1393 Jeff Everett Carmel IN N/A

1394 T.J. Cassidy Palos Heights IL 87 GT Med Red

1395 John Famelette, Jr. Poughkeepsie NY N/A

1396 Robert Hutchinson Floyds Knob IN 88 GT Red, 88 GT Red 4.9

1397 Mark Willingham Sylvania OH 88 Formula Red, 88 SC
Red, 86 SE Black

As you are reading this, you may have
forgotten to renew your membership for
the year 2010! If you have not renewed,
this will be the final issue of Fiero Focus
you will receive! If you have not renewed,
there will be a 2010 renewal form includ-
ed with this newsletter showing that this
is your final newsletter, unless you renew
your membership. Renewal fees are
$25.00 as of January 1, 2010.

The next issue of Fiero Focus will be
mailed in early March. Don’t miss out on
some exciting upcoming articles. Also,
the 2010 issue of the Pontiac Fiero Price
Guide will be included with the March/
April 2010 issue!! The current issue of the
price guide can be accessed on the web
through my webpage (see below).

On your renewal notice be sure
include your email address if yo
one, since we now have 120 lo
bers in our broadcast database
send you a message on any upcomi
local events.

We are the largest known Fiero club
in the US. (And unless someone can
show otherwise, the largest in the world!)
Our Fiero Focus magazine is nationally
acclaimed to be the best Fiero publi-
cation! As you see on page 2, we have
won numerous Golden Quill (from Old
Cars Weekly Magazine) Awards and
IAMA (International Automotive Media
Awards) Silver and Gold awards!

Send membership questions and
comments to:

Paul Vargyas

2600 Longview Dr., Lisle, IL 60532
630-983-6434

paulv@xnet.com

Webpage: http://www.xnet.com/~paulv

January/February 2010

As of this writing, we have 358 mem-
bers, slightly less than last year’s 372.
We usually sign up a few new membe
before the end of the year. So after
message was written in early Dec
2009, our totals for year-end 2009 wi
stay in the same 340-390 1,
have enjoyed since the ye

Your NIFE mem
you can continu
a 10% discount a Store, AND
ffers that we
y become

ut it is a subject that comes
-1 receive regular calls from
bers looking for parts. While I do
e numerous parts available, you may
ant to keep a ready list of other contacts
that are trying to maintain used parts
inventories for all Fiero owners. I read
stories every day of Fiero owners who are
“parting out” a Fiero. If that continues at
arapid pace, as you might guess, parts
are going to continue to become more
difficult to find. Here is a “short” list of
Fiero parts centers to contact to deter-
mine if a used part is available:
www.thefierofactory.com (Toney, AL)
www.fierowarehouse.com (Wheeling,
wv)
www.kickhill.com/fiero.html
(Lebanon, CT)
www.fierojon.com (Tuckerton, NJ)

Looking for new aftermarket or new

replacement parts?
www.fierostore.com (Stafford Springs,

CT) (Be sure to ask for your 10% NIFE

discount!)
www.rodneydickman.com
(Caledonia, WI)

Want to order new GM parts?
www.gmpartsdirect.com
www.monsterpartsonline.com
www.fierowarehouse.com (Wheeling,

wv)

Looking forward to seeing you at our
January 9, 2010 club meeting!

in previous issues, I have a few

e new member “snippets” for your
eading pleasure. The background of
Fiero owners is widely spread, not just in
age, but also in reasons for buying and
owning a Fiero (or Fieros!).

Brandon Kleczka is NIFE member
#1370 from Krakow, WI and bought his
Fiero in March of this year. He always
wanted a car with a mid-engine ever
since he scrapped his Fiat. The Fiero he
bought is an ‘86 2M4 gold with a sunroof.
He had it painted in flat black and is in
the process of getting it on the road. So
far, this is the only Fiero Brandon has
owned; however he can see buying more.
He would like to do an engine transplant
someday, perhaps an LS7.

Kevin Andrews of Tupelo, MS joined
NIFE back in the spring of this year. He
and his wife bought a new ‘86 silver SE,
with a V6 and an automatic in the fall
of 1986. They both had wanted a Fiero
for a long time, so a month after they
were married, they bought the SE. As
original owners, they have spent money
on upkeep and some custom items like
aftermarket wheels, Grand Am brakes,
etc. Kevin's Fiero only has 91,000 miles
on the odometer and it has been used as
a daily driver numerous times in its 23
year life. Kevin calls his Fiero a “survivor”.
It needs cosmetics, but it is a mechani-
cally sound car in need of routine main-
tenance. He has a 9 year old daughter
that may be inheriting Kevin’s Fiero in
the future, so it’s still a “keeper”. Future
plans call for a hood scoop, and maybe
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an engine conversion. Some years back,
Kevin had a “minor” fire in the Fiero that
was put out by the “on board fire extin-
guisher system”! It seems some leaves on
the exhaust manifold ignited some pine
needles which built up and the flames
burned a hole in a water hose nearby,
extinguishing the flames! What are the
odds?

Christopher Hilkin is from Byron, IL.
Here is Christopher’s “story”:

Let’s see...it was 1984, and [ was 9 years
old. As I sat in the passenger seat with
my father driving through the streets of
Des Plaines, IL, I spied this car. It was
certainly the coolest thing my nine-
year old eyes had ever witnessed. It

was a Fiero, and I was forever hooked! I
remember that from then on, every time
I was out with my dad in the car, I would
scan the streets for Fieros. When the
fastback was introduced in ‘86, I seem
to recall not liking it. (That has since
changed!)

I believe I was 19 when I got my first
Fiero. It was an ‘86 SE, black, auto with
the luggage rack. That was pure heaven.
I remember driving it home, which was
the first time I had ever driven a Fiero.
I'was like a kid on Christmas morning!
“A go-kart with all the amenities of an
automobile...what more could a big kid
want?”

I am currently on my fourth Fiero, an
‘87 base coupe, Iron Duke, auto. I have
owned two ‘86 SEs, an ‘84 and my cur-
rent Fiero. They have all had their sha
of problems, but with a little help fro
the forum (and Ray Dyreson and his
mechanics) I have gotten by.

Why the Fiero? There is just some-
thing about the car that just draws me in.
They look cool, they are a blast to drive,
and best of all they are unique. Lately, it
seems that every time I go to the grocery
store or the gas station I have someone
asking about my car. I am always happy
to indulge their interest. If only they
knew what they were missing!

Luc Giguere is from Chicoutimi,
Quebec Canada, and recently joined
NIFE as member #1391. Here is Luc’s
“story”:

It started early spring 2007 when I decid-
ed (read: my wife said) that it would be
much better to have a car project for the
long winter evenings and weekends than
a motorcycle project. I have a very small
garage so I looked for a small car but
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something different than a Ricer, a little
bit exotic and of course not too expen-
sive (it would have been a muscle car or
a Corvette). I don't like doing bodywork,
so the Fiero is the perfect fit. I bought the
‘88 black Formula locally, in May 2007. It
was not in really bad shape, but needed
a lot of attention. So that is the way the
“project” began.

This “work in progress” is my first and
only Fiero for the moment. I am pretty
sure it is not going to be the last. I named
it the Thestral (Sombral in French). The
Thestral is an unusual type of winged
horse out of the Harry Potter saga. In
fact, I really discovered the Fiero with my
Formula.

In the mid-80s, the kids were young
and money was rare, so I was looking
more to station wagons than two seat
cars. I drove a GT once back in 1987; it
was my only close encounter of the thir
kind with a Fiero before.

This car is now my main hob
stantly work on it, adding this, ¢
that or improving somethj
a very long list of thing
Now I am working on
swap.

I'love to drive
is so stable
around, it

also ero community,

sér is member #1373 and
k Springs, Wyoming. Here is
e has to say about his Fiero
ience” I have owned three Fieros
currently still have two. My first Fiero
was an ‘85 2M4 silver color, 4-speed, just
a plain Jane Fiero; I bought it in 1990 and
kept it for about two years, then sold it.
My next Fiero was an ‘88 Formula,
white, 5-speed, no power options. I
bought it in April 1994, at the time it
had 65,738 miles. I still own it and it has
been my daily driver since. It now has
146,763 miles. It is basically stock except
for a short shifter from the Fiero Store.
My next Fiero was an ‘88 GT, yellow,
automatic, power windows, mirrors and
trunk release. I bought it in September
2008. At the time it had 72,001 miles. I
don’t drive it as much as the Formula
so it currently has only 74,761 miles. I
had been looking for this car for a long
time and found it listed on eBay. I have
liked the looks of the Fiero since I first

saw one in 1984; my favorite body style

is the GT, especially 1988. My yellow GT
is definitely a head turner. I like the per-
formance of the V6 in the two 88s I have.
I wish that Pontiac had continued to
build them. Who knows what they would
have looked like by now? When my son-
in-law saw my ‘88 GT, he fell in love with
it and is currently looking for his own.

Rodney Robinson is from Redford
Township, Michigan, and joined NIFE
as member #1375. In January 1984,

Rod read an article in Performance
Industry magazine about the Indy pace
car that was going to pace the “500” He
really liked the body style and in April

he bought an Indy “replica” It was under
powered but with the availability of so
many “super duty” parts, he knew down
oad, power could be changed!

has the Indy, but it now has a

uty 4, all new suspension,
with tubular control arms,

ers front and rear, 13” brakes all
und, plus even more “mods” Rod also
as an '86 GT, black with a turbo, after
market wheels with low profile tires, plus
other changes. This Fiero only has 24,000
miles! Having owned Fieros since 1984,
Rod has found that many people he has
met have had Fiero experiences. Either
they owned one, or a family member or
friend owned one. Rod modifies his own
Fieros, and has many people interested
in the performance aspects of the Fiero.
He has enjoyed his driving experiences,
even with the 92 HP version! Rod tells us
that it is nice to know we all belong to a
community of people with an interest in
a car that can be so diverse.

Robert Jensen is from Virginia Beach,
VA, and joined NIFE as member #1390.
He currently has 2 Fieros: an ‘88 red
T-top coupe (original CJB code T-top),
and an "84 SE black convertible. The
‘88 coupe currently has a 3.4 DOHC V6
instead of the original 4-cylinder. He also
installed a rear GT fastback clip and a
few more “mods” He has owned it since
1998. The convertible is in a “needs res-
toration” state, and he has owned it for
only a short time. He is also a regular
on Pennock’s Fiero Forum as “qwikgta”
and is the President of the Virginia Fiero
Owners Association. Their club was
known as Fiero Owners Club of South
East Virginia before a recent reorganiza-
tion. ‘Jg

Fiero Focus



President's Message

continued from page 2

working on revamping the look of our
own website located at FieroFocus.com.
To keep our website fresh and easy for
you to use, Mike has been spending
hours freshening up the look. If it is not
complete as you are reading this issue,
keep checking back as the change is
forthcoming soon.

2010 is here and it is dues renewal
time. For those members who renewed
their dues prior to December 31, 2009,
we are glad to have you back as a mem-
ber; those members who have yet to pay
their dues, your renewal rate is $25.00 for
the year.

In February of 2010, the Fiero clubs
from Michigan, Indiana, Kentucky,
Illinois, Iowa, Nebraska, Wisconsin and
Minnesota will be gathering to discuss
the 2010 Midwest Fiero Clubs show

circuit. Should you have any ideas or
comments for this Midwest Fiero Clubs
meeting, please let me know; you can
reach me using the contact information
in the board members box.

As your calendar is freshly flipped
to 2010, mark Sunday, September 12,
2010 for Fierorama. As announced at
last year’s event, Fierorama will be at the
Holiday Inn in St. Charles, IL parking lot
for this year while Pottawatomie Park
undergoes some parking lot renovations.
The Holiday Inn is located just west of
Downtown St. Charles, on the north side
of North Avenue (Route 64). More details
will be forthcoming for sure, but set this
day aside for your Fiero enjoyment now!

Finally, as we all like to keep our cars
in the best shape possible, I wanted
to pass along to you a website that I
thought you would like to visit. Si
is not often that you need (hopef
to jumpstart your car, you may forge

the proper order for connecting and
disconnecting the jumper cables. Well,
you can visit preventblindness.org and
sign up to receive a free instructional
decal that you can place next to your set
of jumper cables as a reminder of the
proper procedure; a lot of other good
information regarding automobile bat-
teries can be found here as well. First
click on ‘eye safety, then ‘jumpstart your
car safely’ Hope this helps you keep your
Fiero (and your other cars) and yourself
in top shape! Thanks to the Motormouth
segment of the Chicago Tribune from
Sunday, November 22, 2009 for this
information.

Keep Fiero-ing,

L

¥ Paul's Product Review

Starting with the next issue of Fiero
Focus, we will attempt to have a new,
regular feature entitled “Paul’s Product
Review” I hope to evaluate new Fiero
parts and accessories either personally
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or through g
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the Fiero community,
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send me an email (paulv@xnet.com) or
a note with your evaluation of the item.
We will try to have 2-3 items per issue!
Watch for it! ‘3¢

Paul Vargyas, Membership Director
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Fiero Club Edition

Fuel Rail to Block Seal
n meFeroStamspmdlorele:aeihmlmdmwnuedrxl
€Y block szel. It fits between the VG fuel rail and the fuel line
(e B block. This molded and bonded elostomer seal is made fiom
aircraft quality 6061 aluminum with a proprietary nitrile

T e a5 compound specifically for use with fuel systems. II:JL!T:ND( in the shop. 85" x 11", limiled quantily
eadiamp Molor Las - ) availabie.

88194 87-88 Headiamp Molor Rebuld Kil (1 side)  $16.95 | LOC833 VB Fuel Rail o Block Seal S M 065t 2010 Fero Stovs Cakniar $1295

88195  §7-88 Headlamp Motor Rebuild Kit (both sides) ~ $33.95 - .

Flero atore Gailen
= Fﬁm the Hthuahly pcmre, of our rmtwm

W beautiful cars in exotic locations all year long. The 2010
i Fiero Store calendar is a greal addition ko any wall in the

These IS'X?" tealdmp shaped Fuem mud

A Tran e ?/
n lines that feature a black powder coat finish, The black .~
mfr Tprfaﬁ:nriqs;ndlﬂ? tD: ‘r‘hl?a .D'f'. e :E"em?e‘rj‘tircﬁﬂ m1 Q finish resembles the factory look of the plastic originals
Solencid. Mary transmission service shops recommend — and protects the steel lines from comosion. Kit includes
replacing this switch when replacing the solenoid. - 7 lines and you must reuse your rubber fitings.
54858  Auto Trans Pressure Switeh $12.95 52388 V6 Metal Vacuum Line Set §1 14_95.

1 Th= Fiem S10'e oW C2ies J\C ben151ee r=ple.camenl

eat h <L A B
With one seat recline handle already

Tl"e Fero :>1.C|e is proud o znnounce the ariva

of adjustable shift and select cables for oyl e——m—————
5spd Fieros. Each cable includes heat wrap, but

you will need o reuse your original ball & socket —t
boltand firewall grommet. Madz in the USA.

65615
65616

4cyl Sspd Select Cable
4cyl Sspd Shift Cable

§119.95
$124.95

The Hero Store is proud to offer the door
weatherstrips that have been discontinued by —

GM for many years. These direct fit aftermar- --(—}
ket replacemants will fix your cut, collapsed or N
leaking factory door seals. Each seal fils
around the perimeter of each door. Sold only in

pairs.

50152 Door Weatherstrip Set

discontiued by GM and the other rapidly
:?;ufarleesmd only in pairs. Does not include A A “ L Ll L rapidy
g proactively reproduced both seat recline handles
In order to prevent any disruption in the supply
chain.
50690 Fiera Mud Flaps .51”5 16743 Passenger Side Seal Recline Handle $14.35
67344  Driver Side Seat Recline Handle $14.95
el 67345  Seat Recline Handle Set $24.95

$160.95

L i Medium Gray Hoodie Sweatshirt $24.95

: Our new aftermarket Iar'u:l rmsuru; also ncludes a | | 509250 Large Gray Hoodie Sweatshirt $24.95

new rubber seal that fits between the rear window | | 50925XL  Extra Large Gray Hoodie Swealshirt $24.95

and the lens. Bulb not included 509252XL  2X Gray Hoodie Sweatshirt 52795

509268M  Small Ladies T-Shirl $14.95

—— 50326M Medium Ladies T-Shirt §14.95

/| 68421  B6-88 3rd Brake Light Housing & Seal $9.95 | | 50926L Large Ladies T-Shirt §14.95

After receiving a countless number of requests,

The Fero Store is now proud to offer something

exclusively for the ladies. Our new powder blue

baby tes features the Fiero emblzm and will lock

great at al of the warm weather Fiero shows.

Pl new by popular demand are our grey ——
hooded sweatshirts, which are available in large, XL and 2X sizes.

wWWW. ﬁeroStore. C O [l Free Order Desk: 800-343-7648  Customer Support: 860-684-6762

January/February 2010
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The All New Fiero Plant
This segment of Bartemeyer’s Bits is
written to accompany Christopher Sass’s
feature article on the history of the Fiero
plant (beginning on page 10). I speculate
that by the time I am done with this, the

article may be broken into two or three
issues of Fiero Focus. My article focuses
on the human element that made the
entire Fiero assembly concept unique to
GM plant processes. My text is written
from the source of interviews held with
people who were there with very little
taken from formal written documents.
Dates and statistical information is about
all that I retrieved from my stack of GM
confidential documents including the
Fiero Plant Employee Handbook.

The Fiero plant started out as a
remnant of the old Fisher Body in that
the shell of the building remained the
same as it did when it was constructed
in 1925. Inside the building, an entirely
new concept was taking shape, not only

with the physical
building, but also
the process of how
business was going
to be conducted.
The new revolu-
tionary concepts
instilled into the
all-new plant were
a complete depar-
ture from what was
normal with GM
manufacturing
processes. With the
United States auto
industry facing a
new economic cli-
mate, GM started
an experiment

into an idea that
the people who
worked in the plant
were the most
important tool to
efficiently provide
a quality product.
Utilizing the 14
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W. Edwards De
the Fiero Plant s
one priori
of-the-art

Philosaophy
Fiero Assembly Plant

PROVIDE AN ENVIRONMENT
FOR EMPLOYE INVOLVEMENT,
AN ATMOSPHERE OF TRUST,
OF MUTUAL RESPECT AND
HUMAN DIGNITY SO THAT WE
MAY ACHIEVE OUR COMMON
GOALS OF HIGH QUALITY,
MUTUAL SUCCESS, JOB

SECURITY, AND EFFECTIVE
COMMUNITY RELATIONSHIPS.

Very early in
the development
stages of the P car
(GM’s code let-

ter for the Fiero
project) program,
some new ideas

in how a car was
designed were
used. Using newer
design concepts
introduced by
Harley Earl’s
Advanced Design
Studio, the exterior
design group came
up with the way
the car looked and
the engineers had
to put all of the
various mechani-
cal systems inside.
The P car was
developed using a
different method.
The Design Studio
and Engineering

worked hand in hand to develop com-
promises at all stages of exterior design
and engineering. Engineering went as far
as designing the plant assembly process
and tooling around the design of the car.
Another important step in development
was the direct involvement of the suppli-
ers of component parts at the develop-
ment stage. There was only one supplier
of any given component to eliminate the
manufacturing variances created by mul-
tiple suppliers. This small point elimi-
nated one of the major quality control
issues that had plagued many GM prod-
ucts. Secondly, new thinking about the
short-term costs would be replaced with
lifespan component consistency. The
“just in time” idea of component sup-
ply was used to keep the plant size to a
minimum. The component supply chain
provided the P car with 98% domestic
content with a majority of the foreign
content consisting of electronic parts.

In addition, 83% of component parts
were provided from suppliers within the
state of Michigan including 40% of these
suppliers being with in a 25-mile radius
of the P car plant. With these new con-
cepts in place, the P car team set forth

to produce one of the most innovative
products that GM had produced in many
years.

Fiero Focus



While the development of the physi-
cal car was in the planning stages, top
management realized that in order to put
all of the forward and revolutionary con-
cepts into motion, dedicated and reliable
people would need to be placed at all
levels of involvement. In the early eight-
ies, union contracts had set precedence
in employee compensation. But, the
employee, union, and employer relation-
ship were not so good. Bitter and often
violent confrontations were a common
event on assembly lines between work-
ers and management. Things got even
worse when the domestic auto industry
was faced with an economic down turn
and fuel price hikes. Domestic products
at the time just did not fit the market.
Plus, the domestic manufacturers had
gotten lazy and did not produce a quality
and appealing product. With these types
of conditions facing the auto industry
in the late seventies and early eighties,
plant closures and downsizing turned
out to be the normal way of doing busi-
ness. The hourly workers were the hard-
est hit with downsizing and severe dis-
trust between the workers and manage-
ment provided a very poor environment
to be producing a marketable product.
The unions were also faced with a crisis
due to previously committed contracts

that could only be honored if there was
product to be produced.

The P car program started at a time
when employee relations were at rock
bottom. Specifically, the Fisher Body
Plant on Baldwin Avenue had just closed
putting over 3500 workers on indefinite
layoff without any future to look forward
to. This was on top of the previous plant
closings from Detroit up to Flint which
put over 12,000 workers out of work in
a short two year period. This economic
climate produced a giant challenge for
the P car team that was determined to
bring to the market a whole new concept
in producing an automotive product.

It was at this point, in September 1982,

Pontiac upper management decided that
it was time to address the labor issue an
develop a whole new relationship wit
the leaders of United Auto Worker
# 653. Introduction of the UAW in
development process of manufactur

to the success of the all-n
cepts. Traditional p
common to prevj
cedures were mediately.

ame out onto
d a task and

the shoulders of

In all of my years as a proud @
of the Fiero Community, I have had
pleasure of meeting some of the most
interesting people and have earned
numerous great friends. On November
21, 2009, I had the opportunity to partici-
pate in an event that embraced the Fiero
Community that I have grown to love
and give a helping hand to a young man
who is in sincere need. This outpour-
ing of love and support left a high point
impression of our Fiero friends and the
human capability to have compassion
and understanding for another person.
This story started as most of us being
complete strangers and now we feel that
we are all brothers and sisters that have
known each other for a lifetime.

The story starts on October 29, 2009
when Tyler Shipman, 18, of Frazee, MN
logged on to Pennock’s Fiero Forum
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Under the new P car structure, manage-
ment, engineers and workers thought
out ideas and problems together, hand
in hand. Realizing that the new con-
cept of employee relations could not be
achieved using the current UAW contract
language, Pontiac and UAW local offi-
cials decided that it was time to involve
the International UAW representatives to
draw up an all new contract that would
be written specifically for the proposed
unique worker climate that had been
developed by both sides. This new union
language would be written solely for the
purpose of defining the new team con-
cept for the life cycle of the P car plant.
This language clearly defined the team
concept objectives that would be in a
clear and concise outline that would set
a base starting point and could be modi-
d with joint negotiations to improve
onsistencies that might arise dur-
he actual production environment.
In my next column, we will explore
more about the environment surround-
ing the people whose hands assembled
our Fieros. T

Fred Bartemeyer, NIFE Member
fbartemeyerjr@q.com

1ero GT. I am in the
ital with cancer, and I am
they can’t treat it” Forum
member and U.S. soldier Sgt.
Andrew Weigle, who is with
E Company’s 1-150th Assault
Helicopter Battalion, took the
initiative from his computer
in Iraq to lead an effort to
help Tyler to restore his ‘86
Fiero GT. Rallying help from
Pennock’s Fiero Forum and
the community of Frazee, MN,
the quest to set Tyler’s dream
into motion started in full
force. In a mere three weeks,
an outpouring of support pro-
vided the resources to make
Tyler’s Dream Fiero a reality.
The build started on Friday, October
20, 2009 at a little after noon when Chris
Kliewer, a member of Minnesota Fieros
Forever, started a pre-build inspection of
the car and a few start-up tasks were per-

formed on the car preparing for the big
build day. Friday night included a “Meet
and Greet” at Billy’s in Vergas, MN where
most of the build team met Tyler and his
family. After some of the build team got a
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good night’s rest, work started on the car
at 8:00am at Frazee Auto Body and Glass
and continued through the night for the
great reveal Sunday morning at 9:30am.
Before work commenced, the project was
blessed with a moment of prayer from
Tyler’s pastor who stayed the entire day
and provided us the support we needed
to make the best of our effort. Most of the
build team worked from start until every
last detail was finished at about 7:00am
Sunday morning. Due to my other car
club commitments, I unfortunately could
not make it all night leaving at 3:00am,

as I had been awake for 43 hours. The
commitment of every person involved

in building the car was absolutely awe-
inspiring. There was not one person at
the build that did not jump in with both
feet and assist in the ultimate goal of

providing Tyler with his dream. The to¥
of Frazee provided us hospitality with a
near red carpet reception including food,
lodging, facilities, and support that were
second to none.

The car started out as the typical
Fiero project that needed a lot of atten-
tion. Most of the items that Fiero own-
ers battle in restoring their car were in
need for Tyler’s car. By the time the build
team finished, the entire body was disas-
sembled, painted yellow as specified by
Tyler, slightly modified and reassembled
to provide a finished car that is show
car quality. The interior was completely
refurbished highlighting Mr. Mike’s leath-
er seats, a new stereo system including
a custom built under-dash subwoofer,
new headliner, remote starter with alarm,
custom gauge faces, window tinting and
several other small special tweaks. The
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engine had a miss
and several of us
tackled the engine
bay. Sean Yorway

of Minnesota Fieros
Forever took the
initiative to fix the
dreaded cracked and
leaking exhaust man-
ifold issue. By the
time we were done,
the engine received
a new distributor,
plugs and wires, new
fuel injectors, stain-
less steel vacuum
lines, belt tensioner
kit, new starter, custom map sensor
cover, repainted valve covers and a cus-
tom machined “Fiero GT” intake mani-

Grand Am brake upgrade and
Dension work was performed during
the week before the build. On build day,
we received a surprise of new tires from
alocal tire dealer. There are several other
items that had attention on build day,
but are to numerous to individually list.
My submitted article
is very small in compari-
son to the full magnitude
of the entire project.
The pictures that I have
provided are of Tyler and
his inspiring ear to ear
smile, and the finished
product. I invite each
reader to spend some
time and visit www.tyler-
stoy.com for the entire
story. There you will
see a compilation of all

of the parts suppliers, donations, build
team, news stories and videos, and hun-

s on the website and take in a
py to day account of how all of this took
ape. It is truly an outstanding effort.
Words cannot express the impres-
sion that was made upon myself over all
of this. I too was reminded of the self-
less sacrifices that mankind can provide
when in need. November 21, 2009 is a
day that will remain a high point in my
relationship with the Fiero Community.
I am very proud of the efforts that were
put forth by the people who provided
Tyler with his dreams. It is simply amaz-
ing to think that the love of a particular
car could bring so many people together
to provide another fellow human with his
dreams in a time of need.

You can see the KARE 11 News
segment at www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Wg4s4CEUlIA &

Fred Bartemeyer, NIFE Member
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DIY Tuning, Part 2

In the last issue of Fiero Focus, I dis-
cussed what hardware and software you
needed to do your own ECM tuning. If
you missed that article, I recommend
you obtain it because it contains valu-
able information needed to understand
and use this and the following parts of
the series of Do-IT-Yourself Tuning arti-
cles I am writing for our friends at Fiero
Focus. These articles should be consid-
ered to be basic instructions on how to
perform the task of tuning. There are
more advanced ways to tune, but in the
interest of our general reader, I will try to
keep things as simple to understand and
follow as possible.

Before you dive into tuning, a few pre-
liminary checks need to be done...

Make sure all fluids are full and the
cooling system is operational. If you miss
something here, the engine could easily
be damaged, as your attention will be
elsewhere.

Make sure you have no electrical or
mechanical problems that could cause
the engine to run erratically. Any exist-
ing problem here can throw off the e,
which could result in you wasti
time.

Make sure there are no exha
between the O2 sensor and the cyli
head exhaust ports. Any existing exhaust
leak can result in fresh air entering the
exhaust system which can cause the
computer to “see” a false rich condition
which will throw off the tune and can
make the engine run poorly.

Make sure you are using a good qual-
ity, fresh fuel. Old or bad gas can nega-
tively impact engine operation affecting
the tune. Make sure you are using the
octane of fuel you plan on running in the
car once it is in normal service.

Scanning

First thing you need to do is to get
your live data scan running. The goal
here is to see what the ECM sees is going
on. Verify all sensor readings (such as
temperatures, pressures, etc.) are within
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spec. Check read-
ings before start-
ing the engine to
ensure correct
functionality of all
sensors connected

to the ECM. If

any problems are
detected, correct/
repair them before
working on the
tune.

Step 1: Before You
Get Started
Before getting
started with your
tuning, select a
base-tuning file

ing with before attempt-
tune. Many can be found
nternet, or if you need one, feel

0 email me and I will be happy to

il one to you if I have what you need.
fyou have changed fuel injectors, the
thermostat, etc. go into your starting
tune file now and make the necessary
adjustments to work with those new
parts before you start the engine for the
first time. Now also isn’t a bad time to set
your top speed/rev limiters and desired
idle speeds where you want them before
you get started.

Step 2: Cold Start & Idle Tuning

The best place to start is at the begin-
ning. It won’t do you much good to tune
for part and full throttle if your engine
is stalling at idle or if it doesn’t run right
when cold. Tuning for cold start is tricky
because the O2 sensor isn’t ready to start
producing a signal while the engine is
cold (unless you have a heated O2 sen-
sor or WideBand setup). If you have a
heated O2 sensor, you can key on the

ignition and allow the O2 sensor to pre-
heat before starting the engine. You will
have a limited time to tune cold start
and cold engine operation before the
engine warms up to a point these tables
are no longer being used by the ECM.
So, you may need to come back to this a
few times before you get it nailed down.
Most of your cold start changes are going
to be trial and error to see what works
best. It is pretty easy to determine if the
engine is running too rich, as would be
indicated by a strong exhaust odor. If
the engine seems to be struggling (loss
of power or seems to want to stall), the
cold operation fueling might be too
lean. In most ECMs, there are separate
tables for cold start, cold running (open
loop) fuel delivery values. If these tables
are based on VE (volumetric efficiency)
values, increasing the number adds fuel,
decreasing it leans it out. If these tables
are based on AFR (air/fuel ratio) val-
ues, decreasing the value adds fuel and
increasing it leans it out. Depending on
the system, there could also be separate

continued on page 15
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Fisher Body was an automobile
coachbuilder from an era when the tran-
sition from horse drawn wagons to auto-
mobiles was taking place. Initially, the
skills used to build wooden and metal
bodies for vehicles was so specialized,
that most automobile manufacturers
procured contracts with existing coach-
builders to produce bodies for the run-
ning chassis of their autos. As the auto-
mobile industry began to grow, many
manufacturers began producing vehicle
bodies in-house and coach-built bodies
became a practice relegated to expensive
vehicles. The advent of the unibody con-
struction made custom coach-building
impossible for automobiles. The Fiero
has two connections with coach-build-
ing.

Fisher Body was founded by the
Fisher brothers in 1908 in Detroit,
Michigan, the same year that General
Motors was founded. The company’s
beginnings can be traced back to a
horse-drawn carriage shop in Norwalk,
Ohio. In 1904 and 1905, Fred and
Charles, the two eldest brothers of eleven
Fisher children, came to Detroit where
their uncle Albert Fisher had establishg
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Standard Wagon Works during the lat- Chevette).

ter part of the 1880s. Fred and Charles Fisher Body
found work at the C. R. Wilson Company, was dissolved
a manufacturer of horse-drawn carriage by being
bodies that had begun to fabricate bodies merged with
for automobile manufacturers. other GM
Prior to forming Fisher Body, Fred operations
Fisher had built the body for the Cadillac  in 1984, yet

Osceola at the C. R. Wilson Company.
The Osceola, designed by Henry Martyn
Leland, founder of Cadillac, is credited
as being the industry’s first concept car
and, the first fully enclosed car. Starting
in 1910, Fisher became the supplier of
all closed bodies for Cadillac and Buick.
He also supplied bodies for Fordgls
Studebaker automobiles.
Fisher Body operationsg
Michigan began in 192
purchase of the O.].

subsequent to
this time, GM
still referred

eal later, General Motors
a plant adjacent to the

the Pontiac car as part of the
Oakland line. A one-quarter
mile long conveyor was con-
structed between the two plants
to transport bodies. In a 1919
~deal structured by General
Motors president William C.
Durant, General Motors bought
60 percent of Fisher Body before
integrating it entirely as an in-
house coach building division
in 1926.

Fisher Body brought many
innovations to the industry
" including canted windshields,
. “no-draft” ventilation, one-
piece steel roofs, dual wind-
shield wipers, side impact
beams, the ignition interlock,
airbags (1974)!, and the all-
metric automobile (Chevrolet

plants by their Fisher Body designation.
The plant at which the Fiero was brought
to life, located at 900 Baldwin Avenue

in Pontiac, Michigan, is the Fisher Body
Pontiac Assembly Plant.

General Motors’ early history includ-
ed Buick, Cadillac, LaSalle, Oldsmobile,
Oakland, Pontiac, Chevrolet, Elwing,
Marquette, Scripps-Booth, Sheridan,
Elmore, and Rapid and Reliance trucks.
In the aftermath of the Great Depression,
only seven makes existed within GM;
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Buick,
Cadillac,
Pontiac,
Chevrolet,
Oldsmobile,
Oakland and
LaSalle. By
1931, pro-
duction of
Oakland had
decreased
significantly,
leading to
the demise
of the

Oakland name. The Oakland V8 series
would become the last Oakland in 1932,
leaving its companion make, Pontiac,
which began life six years earlier, to carry
on. Soon after the introduction of Pontiac
in 1926, it became evident that the origi-
nal factory site near the center of the city
of Pontiac was too small, so 246 acres
were acquired on the northern edge of
the city for a new plant.

The new 15 million dollar plant was
completed in 1935. The new facility was
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known as the
“Daylight Plant”
because of the
extensive use of
large window
areas and glass
skylights that
provided natural
illumination.
This building’s
design was likely
influenced by
the concept of
“new objectiv-
ity” within the
modern move-
ment that was
taking place in mos
Europe and pro
The concept was

own the
crafts by the
ms, rational-
d the idea of
as reconcilable with
tic spirit” GM was
ed with mass produc-
y also were able to bring to
cars with modern proportions
ombined art and science. They
cally showed the luxury car market,
hich were still coach built, and which
GM executives resented, that car design
was moving forward and GM was lead-
ing that movement. This attitude carried
over into GM’s buildings. In architecture,
the concept was translated into the use
of glass surfaces and geometric composi-
tions.

Since this plant would be the new-
est automobile manufacturing facility
in existence, other modern elements
were implemented. This facility, along
with Fisher Body #1, located in Flint,
Michigan, were the only Fisher plants to
have three major components of body
construction, metal fabrication, soft trim
fabrication and body assembly, located
under one roof. One such feature was
an overpass constructed to transport
automobile bodies from the Fisher Body
plant to the Pontiac Assembly Plant on a

‘ [’ LT “.-‘ 515 !
L] s F - pron—

Fisher Body Online/Memoribilia

conveyor that was protected from the
weather. This was a luxury most other
car manufactures did not have, as they
had to transport their vehicle bodies
by truck. It was considered a miracle in
the construction industry that within 90
days of the groundbreaking, cars were
being produced in the new plant. Prior
to World War II, Pontiac built the bodies
for the Deluxe Sixes and Eights, Master
Sixes and Streamliner Torpedo Sixes and
Eights at the Baldwin Fisher Body plant.
During World War 11, the plant, like
most of the auto industry’s plants, was
utilized for war production. Alfred P
Slone, Jr. wrote in My Years With General
Motors, “Between February 1942 and
September 1945 we did not make a
single passenger car in the United States.
Our assignment... was to transform the
world’s largest automobile company into
the world’s largest manufacturer of mate-
rials for war” (although some Torpedoes
and Streamliners Chieftains were built
in early 1942). In 1942, the plant was
stripped of all commercial production
equipment and converted to defense
production manufacturing. The Fisher
Body plant produced parts for the M-10,
M-4, M-36, M-24, M-18, and M-8 tanks;
aircraft parts and assemblies; 90mm
anti-aircraft gun mounts; 5-inch Naval
guns; parts for 120mm and 155mm guns;
rocket bomb parts; Torquematic trans-
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1984 Pontiac Fiero

one of the largest automatic
processes in the new ware-
house, was put into service.

Torpedoes and Streamliners
were again built immediately

after the war. The Chieftain
was added in 1949.

During the 1950s, as part
of Pontiac’s extensive enlarge-
ment and modernization pro-

Sequence of Operations

1 Automatic an-ine ioad 7 il 30 vartieal hodes

2 Clamp body af aight lecations

5 Vonty position lor drafing
6 Pierce fowr slaty

Mill and Dri

EPOXY CENTER

Ml and Ceit

gram, a new car-finish build-
ing was completed and the
engine plant was completely

modernized to produce 1955

V8 engines in record volumes.
A “two-line” assembly system
incorporating the new Pontiac
Tempest with the regular
Pontiac styles was created. The
expansion increased capacity
from 55 to 75 jobs per hour.
By 1965, capacity increased
to 80 jobs per hour. Pontiac
continued its dominagfR of
third place during th
as sales records
tered. The di
ahead in pla

)
AMOUNTTO
BE MILLED

mo
ction

mission parts; combat vehicle parts; and
diesel engine and machine tool parts.
This plant began to build gun mounts in
February 1942 and was prepared to pro-
duce the guns at an unprecedented rate
of 500 per month, but the Army reduced
the production schedule. The guns went
into production five months ahead of
schedule. The first finished products
were shipped in June 1942, only four
months after work began and approxi-
mately three months before the Army
expected delivery. Fisher Body produced
2,359 guns before the contract was ter-
minated and they began working on the
next gun production contract. In 1945,
the plant was awarded the Army-Navy E
for its contribution to the defense effort.
After WWII, a vast expansion program
was launched to increase automobile
production and capacity by 50 percent
to satisfy the growing demand for cars.
Pontiac’s own foundry was greatly
enlarged. The layout of the engine plant
was altered to provide for more machines
and increased production. A new build-
ing was erected for increased production
of rear axles and for heat-treating of steel
forgings to make them tougher and more
durable. Pontiac’s electroplating system,
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projects
ted
some 1.5

ctipolas, and a new finish-
make Pontiac’s foundry the

,070,000 square g «
feet under one roof [§*
to consolidate stor-
age of service parts.
A one-story storage
and shipping build-
ing, 800 feet long
and 330 feet wide, to
expedite shipments
to other Pontiac
assembly plants was
completed in 1964.
From 1961 through
1983, the A, B and G bodies (LeMans,
Bonneville and Grand Prix) bodies and
trim were built in the Fisher Body plant.
By 1974, the major construction was
completed on a multi-million dollar pro-
gram to clean up smoke emissions from
the Pontiac Casting Plant. Five modern

. —

arc-melt furnaces and four electric
induction-molding furnaces with the lat-
est dust collecting units were installed.
The two remaining coke-fired cupolas
had modern emission control equipment
installed making them as clean as the
electric furnaces.

The 1970s economy took a downward
slant resulting in an escalating inflation
rate that was made more complex by the
1973 and 1979 oil shortages. GM, like
every other auto manufacturer, had spent
the decade learning a difficult lesson
and was trying to catch up to the trend
for fuel-efficient vehicles. A group of
engineers, led by Hulki Aldikacti, father
of the Fiero and chief engineer of the
program, proposed a small, two-place,
mjd-engine commuter car. It was initially
ested on the basis that it would be
achieve 50 miles per gallon. That
of vehicle that GM needed;
of 1979, when GM president
tes gave Bob Stempel permis-

n to proceed with the Fiero project,
ldikacti immediately went to Pontiac’s
home assembly plant next to the Pontiac
Headquarters. Prior to getting the “OK”
to proceed, discussions of where to

build the car included Bowling Green,
Kentucky, alongside the Corvette; Fisher
Body Plant 21 in Detroit; and even at an
outside company in Illinois. The Baldwin
Avenue plant, which had been used to
build the Grand Prix and Bonneville bod-
ies, was slated to be shut down because
the recently completed Lake Orion,
Michigan facility was coming on line.
Aldikacti realized that the Fisher Body

STy Y 9

4. Photo from Fisher Body.iiline/
y- Craftsmanship Goes To War

Assembly Plant would provide a facility
with the necessary manufacturing and
assembly people already in place. This
plant consisted of Pontiac’s home plant
and the Fisher Body plant on the same
site.

The Fisher Body plant (in foreground

Fiero Focus
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- see Image#1 on page 11) produced
bodies for Pontiac Motor Division and
was later used for Fiero assembly. Note
the conveyor that carried bodies to the
final assembly in the background (prior
to the Fiero program occupying the facil-
ity).

Aldikacti realized that he co
follow the then GM norm of d
ing a car and then simply passi
manufacturing to decide how to buj
it. He needed to work with manufactur-
ing engineering to design the assembly
process while simultaneously design-
ing the car, because this car was going
to be built in a manner unlike anything
that had come before it. Before the car’s
design began, Aldikacti put together a
team that included representatives from
Car Assembly, Pontiac’s Pressed Metal,
Reliability Engineering, and Service.
Each representative was to be responsi-
ble for both the car’s design and the car’s
manufacture. Each member realized that
they could not work in a bubble and then
hand their interest in the car to another
group. This forced the manufacturing
personnel to be design oriented and the
car design personnel to be manufactur-
ing oriented.
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JOSLYN AVE

980s began, the entire auto
try was suffering, and suddenly,
iero program was in jeopardy

of being canceled, but the team con-
tinued development. By 1982, the
economy improved, as did sales of
the Pontiac Gran Prix and Bonneville,
at the time still being built in the
Pontiac Assembly Plant. GM extended
assembly of these two models, delay-
ing the Fiero program by six months.
In August of 1982, General Motors
closed its 47-year old Pontiac plant,
which during its lifetime produced
almost ten million Pontiac cars. The
plant, which had 1,350 hourly work-
ers, was shut down to make way for

a newer, more efficient facility. The
Fisher Body plant was also closed,
idling some 2,200 workers. The work-
ers were to be provided jobs the fol-
lowing year. All this was occurring
while the Fiero team was planning on
utilizing the Fisher Body plant and

The team real-
ized that the Pontiac
Assembly Plant was
too big for their
needs, but they also
soon realized that the
Fisher Body portion
of the facility would
be the right size. This
benefited the Fiero
program in a number
of ways, including its
proximity to Pontiac’s
Administration and
Engineering, moving
the Fiero schedule
forward, and saving
costs by building the
Fiero in the existing
facility.

was proposing
selves and having
de money despite

icles in relatively small

some of its work force.

One early design decision involved
the car having a strong space frame,
allowing manufacturing to develop the
concept of installing the suspension,
cradle and wheels on the frame and roll-
ing the cars around the plant, as opposed
to having them on conveyors. Tire and
wheel assembly was done outside the
plant and was supplied, like all other
parts, components and assemblies, using
the “just-in-time” process to eliminate
having an inventory of parts in the plant.
The Fisher Body plant was gutted and
completely renovated in a six month
time frame to the specifications neces-
sary for the Fiero assembly process,
which included 26 robots that produced
40 percent of the space frame welds,
and one mill and drill machine. The
ill and drill machine could process 30
frames per hour, which included
automatic changing of drill bits and
aps without disrupting the rate. One
other unique aspect of the Fiero assem-
bly is that the body panels rode along
on a parallel line so that they stayed
with the space frame onto which they
would eventually be installed. The one-
car assembly line included the Chassis
Department, Body Shop, Paint Shop and
Trim Department. Pontiac used alternat-
ing batch painting by color, so that at one
time only red cars were produced, then

Current view of the plant 2009
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black, then white and so on. The Fiero
pilot program began in January of 1983
in a plant that encompassed 57 acres,

or 1.8 million square feet of space. The
Fisher Body plant was refurbished to
include four departments: Body Shop,
Chassis Department, Paint Shop, and
Trim Department. The paint shop uti-
lized a wire guided vehicle system con-
sisting of a “wire” embedded in the floor,
which vehicles (not the cars) transported
the plastic body panels from receiving to
a second-floor storage area. The vehicles
did not require an operator and could
respond to various commands transmit-
ted through the 3,700 lineal feet of wire,
including automatically detecting an
obstruction in its path, automatic horn
sounding, turn signals, route selection
and programmed stops. Each vehicle
pulled three trailers.

To make the concept of building a
new type of car with cooperation of all
personnel involved in the process more
palatable, it was decreed that managers
not wear neckties, as ties were perceived
to be a symbol of authority and a line
of demarcation between supervisors
and workers. Meetings involving engi-
neers and line workers took part in an
effort to improve both the vehicle and
the assembly process. Once production
began, all personnel were empowered
to halt production at a moment’s notice
if a deficient condition was identified.
All of this was enacted to produce the
best product possible, and to keep th
ever tenuous corporate backing of th
Fiero program viable. From June of 1
when Pete Estes (then President of GM)
gave the project the green light, until the
successful first year’s sales figures were

accounted, the Fiero program was always

in danger of being canceled.
Fiero production continued for four

model years. In March of 1988, GM
announced that it would cease produc-
tion of the Fiero and the plant would be
idled. Since Pontiac knew the final date
of Fiero assembly, and was using the
just-in-time supply process, it is highly
doubtful that any partially completed
cars existed, or parts were left in the
plant on the final day. GM converted the
plant into a warehouse and storage area
in the late 1980s. The whereabouts of the
mill-and-drill machine are unknown.
Prototypes and other materials then
stored in the old Fisher Body plant
shifted to Warren, MI as part of GM’s
consolidation of the engineering related
functions at the refurbished Tech Center.
There has been no automobile produc-
tion at the plant since August of 1988
when the last Fiero rolled out through
the door. In 1997, the plant would
become a Michigan EPA Superfund
Cleanup Site.

The Fisher Body plant still pr
a tidy facade to the public trave
down Baldwin Avenue. E
diminished activity arg
it would seem that it is
manufacturing p
buildings have b

ts

ring Center, Pontiac
perations. Internally it is

as Plant 17.

iero has two connections with
built automobiles. The first is that
s built in a Fisher Body plant that
fabricated bodies for GM cars at a time
when GM wasn'’t building its own bod-
ies. The second is that the Fiero, unlike
most passenger vehicles built since the
1930s, has a body that is supported off
the frame as

CQ,

opposed to
Photo from The Oakland Press  °P°
R being a part
N e of the car’s
structure.

The realiza-
tion of this
concept
became
appar-

ent when
companies,
indepen-
dent of

General Motors began manufacturing
bodies for the Fiero. In the true coach
built fashion, you could start with a run-
ning chassis (space frame) and design
and install infinite variations of bodies
for the car. ‘Hs

Christopher Sass, NIFE Member

Footnotes:

1. There are probably many people
who believe credit for the supplemen-
tal restraint system, or air bag, goes to
Lee Iacocca, when he was at the helm of
Chrysler. Mr. Iacocca and Chrysler did not
develop the air bag, but they did make it
popular. Prior to the 1980s, no auto manu-
facturer, with the possible exception of
Volvo, was interested in reminding custom-
at they could potentially be injured or
their automotive products. That is

s have been developed voluntarily
eneral Motors and other manufactur-
rs; however, some safety improvements
have been forced on manufacturers by

the government. Remember that manda-
tory seat belt usage did not occur until the
1980s. Despite the inclusion of seat belts in
vehicles beginning in the 1960s, usage lin-
gered around 11 percent for the U.S. until
mandatory seat belt laws became effective.
GM voluntarily developed the air bag, side
impact beams and daytime running lights
among other safety features.

I remember visiting a Chevrolet dealer-
ship in 1974 and seeing a car in the show-
room with the airbag deployed. I told my
father that he should order a car with an
airbag (mostly because I was 13 years old
and thought that it was a cool option). My
dad said that he wasn’t going to pay for
something that he’d never use. That was
the mindset at the time, and the reason
that GM didn't sell many airbag equipped
cars. They eventually dropped the option
until Mr. Iacocca and Chrysler made air-
bags a popular safety feature.

The following sources were utilized
in the research for this article: 75 Years
of Pontiac The Official History by John
Gunnell, Fiero Pontiac’s Potent Mid-Engine
Sports Car by Gary Witzenburg, Fisher
Body Online, www.cartype.com, The
Oakland Press. Special thanks to Pontiac
Historian Mr. John Sawruck, Mr. Jim Blaine
of the UAW General Motors Department,
and Mr. Roy Nagel.

Fiero Focus



Gick's Garage

continued from page 9

cold engine ignition timing tables. Once
you get the fuel dialed in, you can try
different settings to see what works best
for your engine. More ignition timing
advance can allow the engine to digest
and deal with more fuel but can also
make operation “edgy’, possibly creating
a stall. Less advance can help stabilize
idle but may cause the engine to become
lazy. The best thing to do is to try differ-
ent settings to see what works.

Once the O2 sensor warms, it will
start producing a signal. All stock GM
systems operate on a narrow band 02
sensor that produces a voltage of higher
than 0.500 volts when it detects a rich
fuel mixture and less than 0.400 volts
when it detects a lean fuel mixture.

If your ECM is still operating in open
loop when the O2 sensor voltage starts
to move, you can tweak your fuel set-
tings based on what you see the voltage
doing. The best advice I can give is to

try to keep the O2 voltage between 0.500
and 0.800 volts during open loop opera-
tion. This will ensure the engine is get-
ting enough fuel and it will help signal
the ECM that the O2 sensor is ready for
closed loop operation. Once the ECM
drops into closed loop, the O2 sensor
output voltage signal should start to vary
rapidly from high to low as the computer
makes changes to the fuel delive

Closed Loop: Integrator & Bloc|
When the ECM goes into clo op
mode, it will start making adjustm
to the fuel delivery using the integrator
and block learn functions. The integrator
is the computer’s short term (or instant)
fuel adjustment, and the block learn is
the computer’s long term (or stored in
memory) fuel adjustment. In most OBD-
1 systems, these numbers start at 128;
which is 0% adjust. Any number higher
than 128 = the ECM adding fuel. Any
number lower is the computer subtract-
ing fuel. You can do some simple math
to change the 128-based number over to
a percentage. If you see 120, then divide
120 by 128 = 0.9375 which means the
computer is subtracting about 6% from
the stored fuel tables (in the tuning) to
satisfy the engine’s fuel needs. You must
take both integrator and block learn trim
numbers into account when calculating
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the total adjustment the ECM is making
to the fuel delivery. So if your integrator
is at 120 and your block learn is at 118,
you really have a total trim number of
110 which equals 14% the computer is
removing.

As you progress thru the tuning
process, you may notice the integrator
number moves around more quickly and
more often than the block learn number.
This is normal. The block learn number
is going to “chase” the integrator num-
ber as the computer decides to “learn”
what that value is. The ECM will adjust
the block learn number in an attempt
to get the integrator number back to
128. During this process, the block learn
number is “learned” and the value is
stored in a pre-determined cell stored in,
the computer’s keep-alive memory. T
memory does not clear when you ¢
off the key but will be cleared if b
power is removed from the compute
These stored values can a
if the computer finds a ne
replace it with. The
determined by e
some applicatio e more than
little as 3.

e a high or
ou can correct for

e programming. In
ot use a Mass Air Flow
1, these values are stored
ables that are based on RPM and
(manifold absolute pressure). So
say you are watching your scan tool
and in one frame with the RPM at 1000
and the MAP at 42kpa you see the inte-
grator at 138 and the block learn at 132.
Doing the math we determine the com-
puter is adding about 11% to the current
tune to satisfy the engine’s needs. So
we simply open up the appropriate VE
table in the tuning software and find the
value closest to 1000rpm and 42kpa MAP
(closest may be 1200rpm and 40kpa
MAP depending on how the tables are
laid out). Next we add about 11% to that
value and retest. After doing this you
should see the INT/BLM counts come
back closer if not right onto 128 at that
same RPM and MAP. Repeat this process
at different MAP and RPM values and
make changes to the VE table values as
necessary.

If your computer uses a MAF sen-
sor, then there will be tables in the ECM

programming where the computer will
assign an airflow value to a specific fre-
quency it sees coming from the MAF
sensor. The scan data should show either
this frequency or a MAF sensor flow

rate (in grams per second or gm/sec).
Increasing this number richens fuel,
decreasing it leans fuel.

As a general rule of thumb, I allow
for an operational window of about +/-
6% in the fuel trims before I attempt to
make any changes in the tune. Within
this window, the computer is plenty
capable of self-correcting for what it sees
and I instead focus my attention to other
aspects of the tune. You can be more
exact if you wish, but you will find that
changing weather conditions will influ-
ence the tune so you may never be able
to maintain a “perfect” fuel trim number.
eep in mind you can always come back
ake these “fine” adjustments when
are done doing the rest of the tune.
Iso keep in mind that changes you
make later to the ignition timing tables
could impact the fuel trims as well so I
don’t recommend spending a lot of time
on trying to make these perfect right
now. Your goal should be to just get it
close so the engine is getting the fuel it
needs.

If by chance during your scanning
you notice the fuel trims are always
trending lean or rich no matter the RPM
or load, you can make a “gross” change
to the programming that can save you
from needing to go into the VE tables to
make lots of individual changes. If your
ECM uses the Base Pulse Constant (BPC)
to calculate injector size, you can simply
lower this number to lean out the over-
all fuel delivery or you can increase it
to richen. If your ECM uses the Injector
Flow Rate constant to tell it what size
the injectors are, you can increase this
number to lean out overall fuel delivery
or decrease it to richen. BE AWARE that
any changes you make to this constant
will affect overall fuel delivery, cold or
hot engine, regardless of RPM or load. So
everything will be affected.

In the next issue of Fiero Focus, we
will continue our discussion on tuning. ‘3.

Ryan Gick, NIFE Member

www.gmiuners.com
spl@gmiuners.com
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The Rear View
Mirror:

Fall Color Tour: October
10

With the colors being
more prominent than
previous years, twenty-
five Fiero enthusiasts
hopped in their heated
Fieros and headed out
into the snow flurries,
yes, that is right (!), snow
flurries on Saturday,
October 10, 2009! Ray
and Mary Dyreson did
another fantastic job with this year’s
Fall Color Tour. Our first stop was to the
Union Dairy in Freeport, IL for lunch fol-
lowed by a trip to Monroe, WI for a pri-
vate tour of the Minhas Brewery.

Our trip included a ride through farm
country checking out some of the Green
County, Wisconsin “barn quilts”; painted
quilt patterns on the side of many of the
barns is a tourist attraction in the area.
Upon our arrival at the Minhas Brewe,
we briefly met up with the Wisconsi
Fiero Fanatics who stopped by Monro
as well. Shopping and dinner rounded
out a great fall day!

Jim Hallman, NIFE President

Kerry Kline toasts the Minhas Brewery
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Beyond the Head@ily

NIFE Events Chga .
o January,
Library

Flance
at the Lisle

Amercian

Meeting at the Lisle

ub Meeting: January 9

r January club meeting will be held
anuary 9, 2010 starting at 1:00pm

at the Lisle Library. Our agenda for this

meeting will cover many topics that will
help keep your Fiero in tip-top shape for

the New Year
unfolding!
The topics
will include:

e The Fiero’s
emergency
brake system
- how it works
and how

to replace

the cables

by Dave
Kopielski

e The oil pres-
sure sending
unit - its func-

tion and how to replace it by Dave

Kopielski

« The Exhaust Gas Recirculation (EGR)
solenoid - issues involved with it and
replacing it by Nick Dimonte

e Door and trunk lock cylinder replace-
ment by Paul Vargyas

« Enthusiasts Guide To The Pontiac Fiero

- 1984 segment highlights by Mike

Kroyer

Jim Hallman, NIFE President

‘All American’ Club Event: February 20

Enjoy an all American sport or two,
bowling and eating! The NIFE Rockford
group will host an afternoon of bowl-
ing with your Fiero friends on Saturday,
February 20, 2010. This fun club gather-
ing of the New Year will begin at “Don
Carter” lanes located at 4007 East State
Street, (Bus. Route 20) about 15 minutes
west of the I-90 tollway; it’s a straight
shot from the toll road. This bowling
alley just underwent a one million dollar
renovation and is all ready for us com-
pete on. Wow!

Then, after we have all worked up
an appetite, we will head back east to
5611 East State Street to “Linos” famous
Italian cuisine; excellent food in a fam-
ily casual atmosphere. What a fun time;
don’t forget to mark your calendars, just

Fiero Focus



the ticket for the after Christmas lull.
Bowling will start at 3:30pm with din-

ner to follow at 6:00pm. Feel free to join
us for bowling, or dinner, or both! I can
guarantee you will have the most fun if
you choose the ‘both’ option! Note: this is
a date change from the last issue of Fiero
Focus.

Bill Charles, NIFE Activity Director
(Rockford)

March Club Meeting: March 13

Continuing our series of winter club

meetings, we will focus in your Fiero’s

cooling system during our March club

meeting which will take place on March

13, 2010 at the Lisle Library beginning at

1:00pm. At this meeting, our agenda will

include:

« Radiator basics and leaking issues by
Paul Vargyas

« Coolant tube corrosion issues and
repair options by Paul Vargyas

» Changing your thermostat and low
temperature thermostat and fan
switch conversions by Paul Vargyas

« Proper coolant refilling procedure by

Dave Kopielski

« Proper water pump replacements
(plastic impellors) and issues by Dave
Kopielski

« Heater core replacement by Bill Klicker

« Drivebelt replacement (alternator,
water pump and AC compressor) by
Jim Hallman

« Enthusiasts Guide To The Pontiac Fiero
- 1985 segment highlights by Mike
Kroyer

Jim Hallman, NIFE President

Fiero Events Across The
Nation:

Ifyou plan to submit a write up to be
published in the next Fiero Focus, please
have it submitted to Michelle and Scott
Savage (608-575-0827 or email at fiero-
fans13@sbcglobal.net) by February 5,
2010 to be included in the March/April
issue. Any submissions after this date will
be included in later issues.

Fieros At Daytona: March 26-28
The Daytona Beach, FL Spring Fiero

Show is set for March 26 to 28, 2010 at the
Daytona International Speedway. This is
a perfect time for a road trip in your Fiero
to get rid of the winter blahs. Check out
www.spacecoastfieros.com for the sched-
uled events and hotel accommoday
details. The show will take plac
track infield in turn number 4.

Space Coast Fieros

Hot Rod Magazine Power Tour: June 5-
June12

I really enjoyed the Sept/Oct Fiero
Focus article on the Hot Rod Power Tour.
The Hot Rod Power Tour is an outstand-
ing event due to the people you meet and
its enormous size traveling across the
country. This is an open cruise for you
to “drive what you got” There is no judg-
ing and everyone is friendly and helpful.
I have “Long Hauled” in both 2008 and
2009, which means you drive the entire
tour from start to finish. My son and I
are already registered for 2010. The 2010
tour starts June 5, 2010 in Newton, Iowa
and will travel through Illinois, Kentucky,
Tennessee and finish up on June 12, 2010
in Mobile, Alabama. You can see www.
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hotrod.com for more details. You can

come to just one venue, tour for one or
two days, or do the entire tour like I do.
Feel free to contact me with any ques-
tions.

Ken Campbell, NIFE Member At L

Fieros at 23" Annu
Rugust 20-22 in

d on the downtown
ison. It will be a blast!

- Open Car Show from

t0 3:00pm in Jorgensen Park.
includes youth division, activities,
uW, food, and be-boppin’ music in the
cool mountain air. There is a Poker Run
on Saturday after the show.

Sunday :
Morning
Breakfast
Cruise
staring at
8:00am
on Elk
Avenue in
Crested
Butte.
Cruise up
to sce-
nic and
historic
Crested
Butte,
then stay
to check
out the

cars, surrounding mountains, eat break-
fast, and go shopping.

Robert Probst, Mile High Fiero Club

ontiacs With A Purpose: September 17-
19 in Warwick Rhode Island

Pontiac Enthusiasts Magazine and
Pontiac Registry.com are proud spon-
sors of this fundraising event to help
fight childhood cancer. This event is a
celebration of 84 years of Pontiac in his-
toric Warwick, Rhode Island. The goal
is to raise as much money as possible
so all profits can be donated to Alex’s
Lemonade Stand and The Tomorrow
Fund.

Larry Kummer, founder
Pontiacregistry.com
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PONTIAC

PONTIAC TRIBUTE DAY JUNE 1, 2010

Y

Register Your Pontiac Fiero Today!
For more information visit www.pontiactributeday.com

Reprinted with permission of
Barry Kluczyk, then-Editor of Pontiac
Enthusiast Magazine. This article
originally appeared in the November/
December 2006 issue of the feature,
Historically Speaking by John M. Sawruk
on page 16.

It's The Little Things That Count

I have been approached by several
Pontiac club members who have their
cars point-judged. They have asked me
why some Pontiac cars have light gray
tire valve stem caps (such as the ‘84
models and others), whether they are
original and correct and where they can
get them today. Indeed, little details like
this do count!

The light gray caps are part of an opti-
cal system used during tire and wheel
build to minimize the out-of-round spec-
ification of the final complete assembly.
Less out-of-round results in a better
ride. The wheel valve stem hole is at the
point where the run out is the lowest.
The tire has on it either a paint mark
a colored, usually round, decal to mar
the point where the run out is the high-
est. Matching the valve stem spot to the
tire spot thus minimized the total run
out (you can, and should take advantage
of this fact when you replace tires). The
optics looked for the light gray cap and
the tire spot and the machine put the tire
and wheel together with spots aligned.

Now,
you proba-
bly already
knew
that you
generally
can’t buy
replace-
ment light
gray valve
stem caps.
Now what?
Ask the
technicians
if you could
look for
light gray
caps in
their “junk”
boxes.
There usu-
nts had differ-
¢ several shapes.
bften used on the

ahy. These are often in pris-
jon. Also, if you look at your
are, it may reveal if your car

ay caps from the factory.

e facts above apply to wheels on
cars used with the optical assembly tech-
niques. Some other wheels used different
methods, such as an arrow or paint dot
somewhere on the wheel, to mark the
appropriate out-of-round point. This part
covers one of many generally unknown
assembly processes (product informa-

tion is usually better documented than
assembly techniques).

Editor’s comments: What does this
have to do with our beloved Fiero?
Original owners of ‘84-‘87 Fieros can tell
you that their Fieros came from the fac-
tory with gray valve stem caps. The opti-
cal system referenced above, as far as we
can tell, was not used in the ‘88 model
year. Thus, all ‘88 Fieros came from the
factory with black valve stem caps. This
topic manifested itself as the NIFE Board
Members were conducting ongoing
research to document the minute details
of the Pontiac Fiero for the Enthusiasts
Guide To The Pontiac Fiero. ‘.

It's Only an Original (Owner) Fiero Once
Calling all original owners of Fieros.
NIFE wants to hear from you. We've
all heard the saying that a car is only
original once, and that as soon as it is
restored or modified, it is no longer origi-
nal. Well a car is only an original owner
car once. As soon as the original owner
sells that car, it is no longer an original
owner car.
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NIFE is interested in finding out what
motivates some Fiero owners to retain
possession of the Fiero that they pur-
chased new twenty-two to twenty-six
years ago. The November/December
2009 issue of Fiero Focus featured a
Meet-A-Member article about Mr. Bob
Akamatsu who is the original owner of
1984 and 1988 Fieros. NIFE knows of
other original owners of Fieros amongst

our ranks and we want those original
owners to contact NIFE, as we would like
to compile an article on original owners
for a future issue of Fiero Focus. Please
contact me at csass@wje.com or 248-
889-8737. HE

Christopher Sass, NIFE Member

Fiero Focus



Fieros For Sale

‘84 — Silver/gray; new paint, rims, 355 V8 roller motor
with heads, MSD ignition, Edlebrock manifold; 400hp.
Interior in great shape. 4-speed transmission. $13,500
OBO; trades will be considered. Contact Mike at 847-
456-4476 (cell).

‘85 GT - Black/gray - 38,000 miles, original owner,
sunroof, PW, PDL, PM, 4-speed. This car is all original.
$3,500. Contact Gina at 847-608-6707.

‘88 GT — Bright red/beechwood factory leather, 2,100 actu-
al miles, car in storage since new. 5-speed manual, PW,
PDL, PM, AC, wing, cruise, sunroof. Non smoker. This
car is perfect. $18,000 firm. Serious buyers only.
Please contact Hutch at 502-954-0616 or 812-923-9738.

‘88 GT — 4.9L 8 cylinder crate motor, 4-speed auto-
matic transmission. This is a “show stopper”; totally
redone inside and out. Leather seats, PW, power seats,
PDL, sunroof, AC, cruise control, non smoker. Always
garaged and service records available. Thisis a show
car and has taken 1st place quite a few times. Many,
many modifications; too many to list. Call for information
& pictures. Serious buyers only. $16,000 firm. Please
contact Hutch at 502-594-0616 or 812-923-9738.

Parts & Service

Rear ‘86-88GT bumper covers $90.00; rebuilt V6 EGR
Solenoids $75.00 shipped; ‘84-86 coupe front and rear
bumper covers $75.00; sunroof conversion $150.00; outer
door skins $25.00; fenders $25.00; GT gray dash $90.00;
‘88 rear struts, new $89.00/pr, used Monroe set $49.00;
wings (spoiler) with gaskets $125.00; manual gray shift
knobs $7.00; Gray carpeting $70.00 (both sides); Contact
Paul Vargyas at 630-983-6434 or email paulv@xnet.com

New vinyl OEM-style replacement parts for your Fiero are
now available from Fieronews.net. The replacement units
come in a variety of colors from stock to our new carbon
fiber vinyl fabric to customize your Fiero’s look. All ltems
have been created from an OEM template. We offer E-
Brake Boots at $35.00/ea, Stick shift boots for $25.00/ea,
Auto shift boots for $25.00/ea. We have Sunshade bags
and Sunshades for $105.00/ea. Make the bag Faux
leather for $40.00 more. Our most popular item is our
sun visors for $55.00/set shipped to you. These prices are
shipped to the US as well and combo deals are available.
Please contact Tom Griffiths at www.fieronews.net where
you will find our catalog or email tom@fierone:
| can send it to you. You can also call 1-224-
place an order. Paypal and Money orders

Sinister Performance, LLC. (Ryan Gick -
Rd. Fort Wayne, IN 46819). My company
lowing services: Engine/Transmission Swaps and
Chips / Computer Reprogramming; OBD-1 and
1984 to present GM vehicles. | am pleased to an

that | am now offering a 10% discount to all current NIFE
members for custom chips and PCM reprogramming ser-
vices; please notify me of your membership when placing
your order. | also do engine swaps for the Fiero using the
Ecotec 4cyl, 3100, 3400, 3.4 DOHC, 3800, 3800SC, LS4
V8, and numerous others. | will also do conversions as
simple as Auto-OD transmission upgrades or the 7730
ECM upgrade. In addition, | can install performance
modifications, turbo and superchargers, custom build
engines, port cylinder heads, and perform chassis dyno
tuning services (in conjunctlon with a local dyno shop).
My experience, education, and certification credentials
can be found on my website along with my contact info.
My website also contains lots of Fiero-related information.
Check it out at: www.gmtuners.com.

Ifyou plan to submit a FREE advertisement
for the “Bits & Pieces” Section - whether to
sell your Fiero, your parts, or your services,
or ifyou wish to send in a Letter To The
Editor to be published in the next Fiero
Focus, please have them submitted to
Michelle and Scott Savage (608-575-0827
or email at fierofans13@sbcglobal.net) by
February 5" to be included in the March/
April issue. Any submissions later than this
date will be included in later issues.
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The Fiero Warehouse offers an expanded list of used
parts, plus new Fiero parts, fiberglass accessories, repro-
duction GT quarter windows, and on occasion a restored
Fiero. The Fiero Warehouse is located in Wheeling, West
Virginia. Contact Doug Kinney at 304-845-4769. Check
them out at www.fierowarehouse.com.

Fiero Parts at up to 45% below List Price! Order your Fiero
parts over the Internet with no sales tax. Enter your part
number and see your actual purchase cost with shipping
and handling charges. Parts ship from Flow Chevrolet/
Oldsmobile/Cadillac in Winston-Salem, North Carolina.
Website: http://www.gmpartsdirect.com.

Lighted rear taillight “PONTIAC” kit for your Fiero coupe
(all years), SE (all years) & 85GT. Everything you need to
install in your car. $79.99 includes shipping. Completed,
ready to install units also available. Contact Paul Vargyas
at 630-983-6434 or email paulv@xnext.com. Pictures &
more info at: www.xnet.com/~paulv/.

Polished stainless steel “mirrors” for the underside of your
rear decklid. Show off your car's engine compartment
every time you open the decklid. Now available for both
GT decklids or coupe decklids. $80.00 plus shipping in
USA. Contact Chris Berry 630-539-4012 (lllinois) or Email
cbtaz1@aol.com.

ACE Muffler & Brake — located at 7157 W. Irving Park
Road in Chicago. Dave Armstrong (formerly of Jacobs
Twin Buick/Pontiac), a GM-trained Fiero mechanic with
over 30 years of experience as a GM Mechanic is part
owner of this service facility; call (773-282-1444) for any
of your Fiero mechanical needs!

Manual Mirror Control Repair Plate Kit. This kit includes
instructions, a replacement hex nut for the mirror control
bezel, two white trim panel fasteners and the bezel rein-
forcement plate. Kit repairs the mirror control housing that
pops out of the door panel. Kit costs $9.00/each. Contact
Tom Derr at (717) 763-5748 or tom6derr@yahoo.com.

G Force Automotive. Fiero mechanic, all Fiero w,
performed, engine replacements, upgrades, etc. C
Ed Grzeszkiewicz,, 22829 Mustang Rd., Fran
60423, 708-299-4998. (Frankfort is Southwest
& 1-57 intersections)

many aftermarket parts; call with
members get a 5% discount on al
website is www.jimmysautog

Phone 519-259-3886
Mon. thru Sat. at 519-

Sail panels, decals, and shift boots for the Fiero. Decals
are for all Fieros and sail panels are for the notchback
ody style only. View at www.fierosails.com or contact
aul _McKibben at pmckibben@yahoo.com or 770-409-

See the website at www kickhill.com.

The Fiero Factory contact Ed Parks 256-420-5391, 8710B
Highway 53, Toney, AL 35773. Over 120 Fiero parts cars
at any given time! Call for the parts you need. Website:
www.thefierofactory.com or email: Fierofactory@juno.
com

Wcatalog. 24 West Street,
p076. Contact 800-343-7648
), 860-684-6785 (fax).

at http /lwww.V8archie.com. Located at: 11411
ferwood, Machesney Park, IL 61115. 800-891-3608
il Archie@VSArchie.com.

efformance Powder Coating — powder coating and
hermal exhaust coating. Phone: 630-553-0220 or visit the
website at www.powder-coat.com. Contact Terry Peterson
1204 Deer Street, Unit D Yorkville, IL 60560 — THIS IS A
NEW LOCATION. A Fierorama Key Sponsor!

Fiero parts and accessories by Rodney Dickman. Headlight
rebuilding parts for all years, spare tire covers, Getrag 5
speed parts and misc., replacement subwoofer speakers,
shifters, leather shift boots, engine parts, apparel, stickers,
tools etc. Reproduction and hard to find replacement parts
for the Pontiac Fiero. Contact Rodney Dickman — 7604
Treeview Drive, Caledonia, WI 53108, 262-835-9575.
Visit the Website at www.rodneydickman.com.

Leather seats for the Fiero. Samples available. Contact
Mr. Mikes 941-922-5070 (FL). Website: http://www.
mrmikes.com/

Fiero parts discount location. Now get our club discount
at Jennings Chevrolet 241 Waukegan Road Glenview, IL
60025. Our contact is Jim Norman. Phone: 847-729-0820,
fax: 847-729-9181. Phone orders are ok. Pick up only,
no shipping. This is our official NIFE parts source. Get
new GM Parts for your Fiero at the best price available
anywhere. Hours are: M-F 8-5, Sat 8-3.

Source for wheel refinishing. Wheels Of America 3017
Malmo Drive Arlington Heights, IL. 60005. Phone number
is 888-943-3518. Our contact person is Ray (Manager).
For the price of $99.00 per wheel for any style Fiero
wheel, your aluminum wheels will be refinished and minor
damage repaired. You can choose any custom color if
desired. For $10.00 extra, you can leave your tires on your
wheels and the tires will be remounted and balanced after
refinishing. Be sure to tell them you are an NIFE member
to get this discounted rate.

Hot Rod Auto/Truck Collision & Restoration, Inc.
Specializing in original & custom painting, original &
performance upgrades to brakes, engine, suspension
and transmissions. Appraisals. Contact Mark or Ron
847-678-2490. Located at 4655 N. 25th Avenue, Schiller
Park, IL 60176.

Books & Literature

Enthusiasts Guide To The Pontiac Fiero — the most in-
depth, comprehensive, documented information on the
stock 1984 to 1988 Fiero in a 58 page, 8.5"x11"spiral
bound book. Up to date Fiero facts, statistics, numbers
built, colors, VIN decoder, and specifications with over
14 pages of full color graphics. Cost is $15.00 each plus
$2.41 for S&H. Order via credit card or Paypal at www.
fierofocus.com or make checks payable to Northern
lllinois Fiero Enthusiasts and mail to NIFE c/o Paul
Vargyas 2600 Longview Drive, Lisle, IL 60532

Pontiac Service Manual—1984-1988. A comprehensive
300-400 page manual describing parts removal/replace-
ment procedures, diagnostic check procedures, and
electrical schematics. Prices from $60.00-$90.00 (plus
$6.00 handling fee) depending on year. Contact Helms,
Inc. 800-782-4356, P.O. Box 07130, Detroit, MI 48207
(MasterCard, Visa, Discover accepted)

Miscellaneous

Reproduction Window Stickers now available from
Pontiac Historic Services! 1984-1988 Pontiacs $28.00/ea.
For more information, contact Pontiac Historic Services
— Automotive Services Division, PO Box 183251, Shelby
Twp, MI 48218. (586-781-5164 or 586-781-5167 (fax)) Or,
visit the website at http://www.phs-online.com.

Appraisals & Insurance

Auto Appraisal Group, Inc. — Jim Evans. PO Box 3430
Glen Ellyn, IL 60138-3430. Email: jevans@imaxx.net.
Phone: 630-858-5728. Website: www.autoappraisal.com.

M&M Automobile Appraisers, Inc. — Mike Grippo. Special
interest/collectible/antique appraisals. 584 Broomspun
Street Henderson, NV 89015. Phone: 702-568-5120. Fax:
702-568-5158.

Rally Insurance Group, Inc. Tim or Ellen Anderson.
Classic/special interest auto insurance specialists. 5105
Tollview Dr. Suite 211, Rolling Meadows, IL 60008.
Phone: 847-787-9960.
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Christy Klikno

City Rockford
State IL
Year 1986
Model Coupe
Engine 2.5L 4-Cyl
Transmission Automatic
Mileage 21,670
Exterior Color Gold
Interior Color Tan
Air Conditioning Yes

I became interested in buying a Fiero
in 1984 when I saw one for the first
time. I always wanted a Mazda RX7,
but couldn’t afford one. When I saw
the Fiero, it was more affordable and
American made. From that time on, it
was all I wanted.

When did I see my first Fiero? I saw
one going down the road and asked,
“What was that?” It was really cool. I
bought my first and only (so far) Fiero
in September of 1986. I bought it new
for around $12,000.00. I really wanted,
a Fiero from the first time I saw one i
1984. I finally had a job at Camcar (a
fastener company) and could afford
to buy one in 1986. Unfortunately, two
months later I was laid off my job. It was
very difficult, but somehow I managed to
hold on to that car. I never missed a pay-
ment. I'm very proud to say that I am an
original owner of a gold 4-cylinder coupe
with hardly any extras. Yes, it’s still gold,
has low miles on it, and I even have the
original tires for it. Once I had it paid for
after working so hard to hold on to it, I
was determined to keep it pristine to be

Send Meet A Members and
Comments to:

Mike Kroyer

221 Macintosh Ave.
Woodstock, IL 60098
815-308-5710

Email: mkfiero87@yahoo.com

January/February 2010

passed on to the
next generation. My
nephew (who was
born in 1986) will
become the recipi-
ent of it when he

is ready to assume
the responsibility of
ownership.

The car has about
21,670 miles, which
are all original. The
only unusual issue I
have had was when
I bought my car
at the dealership;
they were going to
fill the gas tank for me j

inside the
2008 and
that

. Other than
perfect.
ble time driving

oduce me to him. I haven't
h to the car, but my husband

gone through several batteries.

I also own a red ‘99 Pontiac Grand
Prix. It has approximately 57,700 miles
on it. It is my daily driver but I hope
to preserve it as best I can. I also just
bought a new orange ‘08 turbo charged
Pontiac Solstice GXP. The newest car of

t new tires on it in July 2009. It has

my dreams comes true. I definitely will
buy at least one more Fiero when this
one goes to my nephew. It will definitely
be a ‘88 Fiero GT.

I am a machine operator at Cadbury
Adams. (I make Stride gum.) My hus-
band and I also own awesomemono-
grams.com, a website for ordering pro-
motional products.

It will be a very difficult decision as
to which Pontiac I will drive on June 1,
2010, Pontiac Tribute Day. If I should
happen to forget it is Pontiac Day, I won’t
mess up because I only have Pontiacs to
choose from. What a sad thing to hear
that the line is being discontinued. I,
for one, shall continue to “Preserve the
Excitement” in gold, red, and orange for
now!
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